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Summary
August 18, 2020 — Virtual Public Meeting

A public meeting was held on August 18, 2020, to present the results of the draft Phase I-A/B study and to gather input on

the p

roject purpose and need, alternatives analysis, and recommendations. A virtual public meeting was held due to the

State’s Public Health Orders related to the COVID-19 pandemic. The meeting was advertised by direct mailings to over 100

local

residents within and near the project area, a notice published in both the Albuquerque Journal on August 11 and the

Valencia County News Bulletin on August 13, email notifications sent to select stakeholders, a press release, and postings
on NMDOT social media. A copy of the Meeting Notice is attached.

One hundred one people phoned into the meeting and 107 people viewed the meeting on-line. It is likely some people both
phoned in and streamed the meeting on-line. A video presenting the study alternatives and recommendations was played,
then comments were received from the attendees. The meeting began at 6:30 PM and ended at 8:30 PM. The presentation
started at approximately 6:45 PM (see attached). The presentation covered the following:

Project Location and History

Study Process

Previous Public Involvement

Existing and Future Conditions
Purpose and Need

Preliminary Alternatives and Analysis
Refined Alternatives and Analysis

Recommendations

The following comments and questions were discussed at the meeting. Design team responses are indicated in the
indented bullets. All statements and responses have been lightly edited.

Are there plans to increase the number of bridges across the Rio Grande? Alternative C goes through our land

(the tier-drop shaped parcel between the railroad tracks and the river crossing). Please describe Alternative C

further and discuss plans for additional tracks.

o Alternative C is the alignment on the east side of NM 109, approximately 70 feet to the east.

o Additional tracks are being considered for future expansion. Alternative C will span 6 additional tracks for
that location (8 tracks total).

o No alternatives are considering new structures across the river.

How far north of the existing railroad tracks will the new railroad tracks extend?

o The NM 109 bridge that gets constructed will need to accommodate future BNSF expansion and those
decisions are still being made. The bridge for this project will accommodate future track configurations.

The attendance of Valencia County Commissioner David Hyder and State Senator Greg Baca was noted.

Alternative B goes through my property and I’'m willing to work with NMDOT and BNSF to get this project done

because the bridge is needed. | prefer Alternative B.

o Your support is noted.

One meeting participant expressed concern with impacts due to vibration and noise from installation and use

of additional tracks on their home.
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o Residents could expect additional vibration and noise in the immediate vicinity of the expanded tracks.
However, the bridge would separate car and truck vibration and noise from residences

o Although future expansion of the tracks would change noise and vibration levels, these levels would not
change due to the roadway project. However, roadway noise would change as a result of the project. Homes
near the road would likely experience less noise due to the raised bridge. Noise may travel out further in
the community due to the elevation of the bridge; however, traffic levels on NM 109 are low enough that it
should not be an issue. A detailed noise study will be conducted during the environmental process.

. Are there any opportunities to fast-track this project?

o The project is on an aggressive schedule already.

o A critical-path item for the project schedule is right-of-way. This process takes time. The NMDOT needs to
coordinate with impacted property owners.

To the extent possible, tasks will be completed concurrently to speed up the process

To help with the schedule, the NMDOT needs cooperation and timely reviews from all stakeholders, such
as the BNSF. Utility investigations and coordination is also a critical schedule consideration that we are
watching closely.

. Is there any consideration of constructing a Rail Runner station in the area so farmers can get produce to
Albuquerque?

o There are no indications from the Rail Runner that they are seeking to expand service but that is a separate
conversation that we are willing to have.

o The NMDOT District 3 has no current plans for Rail Runner expansion. The closest to the project area is
the Belen station.

o According to the NMDOT Railroad Bureau, the transport of freight on a passenger train in not allowed so
Rail Runner is not an option.

. Alternative D is more reasonable because it only takes out three buildings.

o Alternative D takes out fewer structures but has other disadvantages. We are balancing several different
metrics to identify a preferred alternative. Alternative C has more advantages as indicated in the Phase A/B
Report.

. BNSF has property to support Alternative D without impacting private property.

o The BNSF right-of-way needs to be preserved for future development plans. The right-of-way is essential
for BNSF to serve their customers (freight shippers) in the future. Our right-of-way is irreplaceable and so
we need to preserve it and can offer no additional right-of-way to accommodate anything beyond the
Alternative C option.

. Today there are three tracks and it sounds like there may be six more for a total of nine. In the report it says
eight. Where can | go to get more information on future track expansion? It affects my property directly. How
will future BNSF changes affect me and where can | go to get this information?

o Whatever NM 109 structure is built will accommodate future BNSF construction. BNSF does not have
specific details on future expansion plans. Given these unsecure economic times, we cannot speak to
specific future development plans. You can go to ‘BNSF.com’ to ask those questions and we will share
those details as they come available.

o Toclarify, there are two different projects here: BNSF has their expansion plans and NMDOT has a project
to build a new bridge to take NM 109 over the track expansion area. While they are related, they are two
separate projects.

. Thanks for the presentation. | appreciate the information and support the project.
. The preferred Alternative C is the best choice.
. What is the funding source or sources for the project?

o NMDOT is working with BNSF on this project and BNSF funded the study. The project is partially funded
by BNSF and partially by NMDOT with state funds. It is roughly a 50/50 split, maybe 60/40. There are no
federal funds associated with the project at this time.

. Where can we get a drawing of Alternative C with more detail?
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o You can get this information from the NMDOT website, ‘dot.state.nm.us/nmdotprojects.’

o Go to the DOT webpage, click on the three bars in the upper right, then go to DOT projects

o You should be able to access the Phase A/B report that has additional detail on all the alternatives
considered.

. When would the process start to acquire properties needed for the project?

o The process will start with the survey of the project and properties. This will start potentially as early as next
week. It will take a couple months to evaluate right-of-way needs. Property owners will get personal visits
(potentially virtually or in person or both) by October or November to start those discussions.

. There was a similar question, asked in Spanish, about impacts to a specific property.

o We recommend you send an email request to the address for the project, jarales@parametrix.com. We can
reach out to you with Spanish translation and assess impacts to your property.

. The speed limit in the project area is not 40 mph as indicated in the presentation; it is 30 mph.
. Will NMDOT be adding state or federal funds to make up the funding deficit for the project?

o The NMDOT will be programming the additional state dollars into the State Transportation Improvement
Program (STIP) after estimates are refined based on additional design work. There is $14.5 million currently
programmed for the project.

. What is the expected drop in property values south of the tracks and west of NM 109? What will be road
elevation be south of the tracks?

o The issue of property values was not addressed in the Phase A/B report.

o Over the tracks, the roadway profile will have a height of 38 feet to 35 feet with transitions.

. Will the NMDOT take into account how agricultural uses of property are diminished by this reduction in property?

o The appraisals have to take diminished use into account when assessing project impacts.

o There is also a process for countering the appraisal if the landowner disagrees, but loss of property use is
considered in the appraisal process.

. Alternative D is not being considered any longer?

o The NMDOT is balancing several different aspects including public stakeholder input, but we are
recommending Alternative C.

. How far north of the grade separation will the 12-foot lanes and 5-foot shoulders be constructed? Will they
continue north to Reinken Avenue?

o The NMDOT intends to minimize the footprint of the project and stopped all project limits south of Camino

de Crystal.
. How long and what height will the bridge be?
o We are accommodating potential future track expansion and the bridge length will be 330 feet for Alternative
C.

o Atleast 23.5 feet of vertical clearance is required at the railroad tracks so the roadway will be about 38 feet
above tracks.

. Why can't BNSF service the long trains east of Belen? Also, if BNSF is adding five more tracks, how far east
will the tracks go? The river bridge only has two tracks. Why can't BNSF stop the trains further west instead of
blocking Jarales?

o The BNSF track network is complex, and we evaluate network needs based on customer needs. We are
considering expansion at this location for now.

o Because of the uncertainty for future development, can’t speak to tie-in options at this point.

o Again, this is an NMDOT bridge project for the moment.

. Will trains blow horns at the crossing after the project is constructed?

o There will be no specific need after the grade separation is built; however, engineers have the right to sound
a horn at any point if they feel there is a safety need.

. There is plenty of commercial property for shipping containers east of the Rio Grande.
o We will note that in the project record and take that into consideration moving forward.
. How long will it be before the bridge will be open?
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o The NMDOT has a very aggressive schedule. The success of the schedule depends on coordination with
property owners.

o The design is scheduled for completion by December 2021 and it then takes approximately four months for
construction to start.

o We are looking at construction possibly in the Spring of 2022, construction of the bridge alone would take
9 months at a minimum, and the bridge could be open by the end of 2022.

. Will there be any additional meetings after the environmental impact study is completed?

o Yes, we are anticipating an additional meeting before end of environmental impact study and we will have

stakeholder meetings and property owner meetings throughout the design process.
. | prefer Alternative D, but Alternative C makes the most sense.
. With Alternative C, how many additional feet will be taken from the east and west sides of NM 109

o Alternative C will have a west side take of what is needed for roadway cross section (two 12-foot lanes and
5-foot shoulders, approximately 34 feet). This is because we are using a retaining wall on the west side.
The east side will use a more gradual slope to tie the bridge into the ground elevation so it will have a larger
footprint, about 120 feet beyond the roadway, or approximately 200 feet east of the existing roadway
centerline

. Will this meeting be recorded to view at a later date?

o We don't have a transcript, but we do have a list of questions sand comments that were asked. The NMDOT
will include that in a meeting summary, along with the presentation, and this will be accessible for review
on the NMDOT website.

. Why can’t BNSF stop trains further west instead of blocking Jarales?

o BNSF requires the full utility of all the track that we have at this location to accommodate our operations.
Stopping to the west will not allow for the full use of the area.

. Has there been a study of homelessness increase or decrease in regards to railroad bridge projects?

o We have not done the analysis yet, but we will be looking at social and economic impacts as part of the
environmental analysis. This will involve questions such as: does the project divide the community and
what are the economic impacts to property owners? The specific question of homelessness has not been
looked at and we may not be able to find meaningful data on the question. However, we will look at
environmental justice and economic and social impacts.

o Inthis instance, the property spanned by the bridge is BNSF. With their operations, they would have security
to address homelessness.

o BNSF has a robust security standard. They have a resource protection force to patrol the property but are
not responsible for ensuring there are no homeless people in the project area at all times.

o The NMDOT has a process to ensure fair compensation for property owners and that they have an
opportunity to participate in this process.

. Have you spoken to homeowners in affected areas?

o We will be doing that throughout preliminary design and the environmental process. There is a formal and

structured process to go through when DOT acquires ROW so that the process is fair, but outreach will be

ongoing.
. Can the presentation be shared with Valencia County because of the difficulties from earlier tonight?
o Yes, we will send the presentation to Valencia County so it can be posted on your website.
. Will you be sharing and emailing copies of this presentation?
o It will be available at the NMDOT website under “current projects.”
. | live at the end of the project area, just north of the track and was wondering how much distance there will be

between the wall and the end of the bridge?

o The abutment will be approximately 40 ft in width.

o The Alternative C retaining wall on west side of the alignment will run 900-1,000 feet from the end of the
bridge to the north and then again to the south.
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A post-meeting comment period extended to September 1, 2020. During the comment period, the following comments were
received. Copies of the emails (with contact information covered to protect privacy) are attached.

Due to the use of the road as a major route for farming and ranching activities, as well as emergency response
and other uses, it is important that this long overdue project be expedited.

Concerns with adding additional tracks and what type of effects vibration may have to local residences in terms
of structural and electrical damage.

Concerns with how the overpass, and associated railroad track extension, will impact rural lifestyles of the area.
Concerns about how the project would affect plans to build a residence in the affected area.

Questions about how the proposed grade separation would accommodate bicycles and farm equipment as well
as how related track construction could increase the amount of farm equipment using Jarales Road.

An inquiry about available construction employment.

Concerns about the environmental and safety impacts associated with the expansion of the BNSF railroad
tracks, including:

Potential well water contamination

Potential vibration impacts to historic buildings

Potential for diminished air quality

Potential light pollution

Potential noise pollution

Potential exposure to toxic chemicals

Potential temperature rise due to additional trains idling and moving through the area

Additional worries about potential environmental impacts related to expanding the rail service in the area.
Support for the project.

Support for Alternative D.

o O 0O O O O O
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Public Comment Period Notifications:
Newspaper Advertisement

Social Media Posting
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Advertiser : PARAMETRIX
Ad Number : 000149372501

Newspaper : Albuquerque Journal
Issue Date : 08/04/2020
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Local gyms eye cautiously
relaunching fitness classes

From PAGE A1

line regulations to make
ther easier for businesses
to comply with — center
COO Cathy Driscoll said
they were ready to act,

“We've been prepared
gince we closed (early in
the pandemic) to reestab-
lish our fitness classes
when it was allowed.”
Diriscoll said. “We're call-
ing back our staff and con-
firming who can still teach
what, because ... it's been
months.”

To group or not

Proprietors of some
gyvms and fitness cenbers
are ready to forge ahead
with the new order in
hand.

The Jewish Commumnity
Center's gym has been
open at a lmkted capacity
for some time — and while
some Instructors were
alresdy back in the center
Monday night, Driscoll
said Thursday is the offi-
cial first day of group fit-
ness classes again. There
have been adjustments,
of course — a strict new
cleaning regimen, the

of some equip-
ment, temperature checks
A M,

Defined Fitness — which
before the pandemic was
running some 700 classes
weekly at its seven Mew
Mexico locations — is
preparing o announce its
revised class schedule and
rollout timeline later this
week, also with a strict
new cleaning regimen,
according to spokeswom-
an Maria Lamar.

“We're really excited to
be reopening the group
exercise program,” she
said. “It's really the heart
of what we do™

Eill Keleher, owner of
The Open Gym Albuguer-
que at 4300 Wyoming NE,
said he plans to take a
measured approach back
o classes.

many other facili-
tles, The Open Cym has

offersd some streamed
claszes to members in
recent months, some of
which imwvolved instruc-
tors leading the class from
the gvm itself over Zoom
or Facebook.

"With the very small
capacity, what we’ll prob-
ably do is have a few spaces
for members™ in the sti-
dio, Kelaher said Monday.

For other facilities, the
way forward isn't so clear.

Heather Smelser, owner
of Ml Vida Yoga, said she's
not sure what restarting
classes will lnok likeunder
current restrictions, and
plans to go “really slow
and cawtions.”

“I"'m a litthe confused by
the order,” she said. “We're
contemplating doing park
yoga, but I know the large
group gatherings, to my
understanding, are {lim-
e &) red more than five

right now. ... 't going 1o
take & day or two to really

sit down and think about
how I'm going th move
forward.”

Meanwhile, Aaron Bub-
bico, owner of CrossFit
Albugquerque, isn't plan-
ning to bring back tradi-
tional group classes at all
in the near future.

Bubbilco sald when -
ness centers reopensd at
the beginning of June, he
restyled his facility &t 6501

Rock NE to an 1
gﬂﬁﬂ:rmm and mﬂ'ﬁd
taking resarvations. While
he said there may be some
sort of group instruction
going forward, hes not
looking to get back to the
classic CrossFit class for-
mat — because “if it's not
broken, we're not golng to
fix "

“We're kind of going to
keep on doing what we're
doing because it"s work-
ing.” Bubbieo said. “We
5till have to social dis-
tance. We still have to have
masks. It kind of makes
running a group CrossFit
class ... chaotic.”

Bubbice, who during
the shutdown loaned ouk

hiz gvm's equipment to
members, sald he's seen
abourt 90% to 95% retention
during the crisis — which
he attributes to Crossiit
members’ sense of commu-
nity and a lot of hard work

early on in the pandemie.
Finances a struggle

Some other facilities
haven't been as fortunate.

“Honestly, I was just
getting ready to cloze
down the studio and sha
dowrn the business”™ before
learning Friday about the
change to the public health
order,” said Smelser, a
sole proprictor and single
maother who started the
studio at 2418 Juan Tabo
ME nearly seven years ago
after leaving a career as a
COrporate accountant., ©,.,
(Mow) we're golng to give
itatry.”

The income Smelzer is
taking In from the 15 or
g0 virtnal classes she's
offering each week isnt
enough to cover her fixed
eosts — which means she's
looking at having o adjust
her prices going forward.
Smelser zaid she knows
ghe's ot alone,

“There's some hegtiful,
beantifol small gyms here
that are really about ready
o have to cloze.™ she sald.
" Itis concerning ™

The Jew ish Community
Center has had 0 cancel
a mumber of its offerings
this year — including its
gummer camp and swim
fRam.

“We are really running a
deficit,” Prant said. “Right
oW, you Know, we're just
squeaking by with the
bare minimum.”

Meanwhile, members of
some facilities are either
putting their member-
ghips an hold or canceling
outright

Keleher of The Open
Gym sald he understands
that some of his members
Lives, too, are in flux.

“This is tough times for
g0 many people,” he sakd.

State eases off some health
restrictions for disabled

From PAGE A1

on t0 a recently sent lettor
tothe gowernor requesting
the restrictions he relased,
saying individoals, mamy
with past trauma, were
being “isolated from the
people who care about
themn the most,"

During a news confer-
ence last week, Lujan
Grisham described group-
liwing homes as high-risk
settings for coronavirus
outbreaks given the prox-
imity of residents.

But she sabd the stabe was
working to address fami-
Thes' comcerns, whille refor-
ring to her sister Kimberly,
whin was disabled and died
atape 21,

“Wealso believe that the
emotional and physical
health conseguences of
not being able to provide
some relief to both leav-
ing vour residence and
having visitors has to e
addreszed,” the
said in response to a Jour-
maal quest bon.

However, the top medi-
cal official in her admin-
istration, Human Servires
Secretary David Scrase,
called it a difficult deci-

sion to relax resirictions,
noting the state's seven-
day rolling average of new
COVID-2 cases reached a
record high last week.

“We understand the per-
ception is we're exercising
to much caution,” Srrase
said.

New Mexico's state-run
developmental disabilities
programs — there are twao
programs that are both
largely funded by federal
Medicaid dollars — cur-
rently provide services
o about 4,800 individuals
and their families, though
thousands more are on
a walting list to join the

PTOEIEI.

Those enrclled in the
programs gualify for a
range of services — from
physical and speech ther-
Ay to resphe care for per-
ents and guardians,

The developmental dis-
ability services are Known
as a “waiver”™ program.
That's because the federal
government, for states
including Mew Mexico, has
waived the requirement
that help be provided in a
nursing home or other type
of institutional setting.

That allows families

and gpuardians of adults
with intellectual and
developmental disabili-
ties o decide whether they
ghould Hve at home, seml-

independently or in group
hormes.

Axgof last weel, a total of
551 indiv iduals enrolled in
Mew Mexioo's developmen-
tal disabilities programs
had been tested for the
coronavirus, according to
a memo sent by an acting
OoH ,

Of that amount, 25 had
tested positive and seven
have died.

Stafford acknowledged
Monday the lockdown on
group homes and Hmited
services had proven suc-
cesaful in preventing virus
outhreaks, like those seen
in some nursing home set-
thngs, desplie s unlntend-
ed consequences.

Asgaresult, she gaid that
families will be advised to
be cautious and abide by
state guidelines — inchad-
ing wearing face masks
and soclal distancing
— when visiting family
mermniers.

“Weall haveto be so care-
fuul, becanse the threats are
real,” she said.

Trump looks at stopping evictions, other issues

BY ERICA WERNER,
JEFF STEIM AND

KARDOUN DEMIFLILAN
THE WASHINGTON POSET

WA SHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump sakd
Monday he's looking at
unilaterally taking steps
to stop tenant evictions
and that such a plan might
be necessary if a deal for a
new coronayirus relied bill
is not reached.

“A lot of people are going
to beevicted, but I'm going
to stop it ... " Trump told
reporters at the White
House, “Thave a lot of pow-
ers with respect to execu-
tive orders, and we're
looking at that very seri-
ously right now.” He did not

specify what those powers
Wisne,

Trump's COMPITS Carme
after The Washington Post
reported that his adminis-
itration was evaing steps it
could take without Con-
gress ifno deal is reached.
Internal planning is a
reflection of some officials’
pessimistic outlook for
talks with congressional
Democrats.

Pressure is increasing
for a bill after expanded
federal unemployment
benefits explred fior about
30 million workers o
Friday and a moratoriom
on housing evictions also
expired recently.

Trump spoke as the lat-

est round of negotiations
was underway in the office
of House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif. The mest-
ing with Pelosi, Senate
Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer, =MLY,

The group has met near-
Iy daily for the past week,
with limited progress.
Democrats are holding
ot for a wide-ranging $2
trillion bill, while Trump
administration officials
had been pushing a short-
term fix for unemphoyment
benefits, evictions and a
few other issues,
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If COVID cabin fever has you thirsty
for getting out —
Venue Plus can be your escape!

YOUR WEEKLY ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE

The Journal's new VP — the Venue you love, now
PLUS: TV listings, movie reviews, brewery tips,
outdoor dining, and more, every Friday!

Public Meeting for the Proposed
Jarales Road (NM 109) and
Railroad Grade Separation, Project CN A302220 e

The New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT), in cooperation
with the BNSF Railway (BNSF), will hold a virtual public meeting to
discuss a proposed highway—rall grade separation of Jarales Road
(NM109) between Trujilio Rd and Camino De Crystal. The project would
include realignment of Jarales Road, a grade separation structure, and
new frontage road access. Additional project information can be viewed
at the following: hitps://dot.state.nm.us/nmdotprojects

S ———
BB

The NMDOT cannot hold in-person public meetings under the
current COVID-19 resfrictions. For this reason, we are holding a
virtual public meeting on Tuesday, August 18th &:30PM — 8:30PM
You may attend the virtual public meeting via telephone at
1-877-229-8493, ID code 119649 or Participate online at access.live/nmdot

Jroies §g ulﬁqr—.ﬂl% Separet lon

travel congestion, and system connectivity.

Public Input for the proposed project will be accepted through Tuesday,

September 1, 2020. Please send comments to:

If you have questions and/or you are unable to attend the public meeting,

please contact Priscilla Benavides, NMDOT, (505) 250-8760,
Priscilla.Benavides@state.nm.us

Jeff Fredine, c/o Parametrix

9600 San Mateo Blvd NE
Albuquergque, NM 87113

Jarales@parametrix.com

The purpose of the virtual meeting
is o present the project purpose
and need, alternatives considered,
the preferred alternative, funding,
and the project schedule. A narrat-
ed PowerPoint presentation will be
given, followed by a public comment/
question-and-answer period. Project
representatives will be available to
address questions and discuss the
proposed iImprovements.

The purpose of the project is to
provide a safe, uninterrupted route for pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular
traffic across the railroad corridor that accommeodates current and future
rall operations. The specific need for the project is to address critical
conditions at the current crossing including physical deficiencies, safety,
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13 apply to be the next city manager in Belen; interviews

By Clara Garcla
Mewes-Balletin Eahtor

Berew

A retired Army general, a for
mer newspaper publisher and an
environmental health specialist
are three of the 13 people who
have applicd to be the pext Belen
city manager.

The position became available
after Andrew DiCamillo resigned
in June after only six months
on the job. DiCamille, who was
appoinied in January by Mayor
Jerah Cordova, left the posi-
thon after resigning because he
couldn’t work remotely from his
hame in Artec.

According to the advertisement
for applicants, the city will pay the
next ¢ity manager o base salary of
595,00 Somc of the qualifica-
tions include a bachelor’s degree,
five years in manager and finance
operations and willingness o
relocate o Valencia County.

The applicants are:

*Randall Camp, of Alto, N.M.,
i5 @ senior project mansger for
King Indusiry, and directs and
managers FEMA recovery prog-
gcts for municipalities and coun-
tibes,

He has also been the public
works dircctor in Helena, Mont.,
and in Ruidoso. He has a bach-

elor's degree inm civil engineering

Entries sought for Yard/Garden of Month

As a way to reward the
cfforts of local gardeners and
o make the community more
beauntiful the Valencia County
Extension Master Gardeners
and the Falencia Coumty News-
Bulletin are accepting nomins-
tions for Yard and Garden of the
month for August until Aug. 14.

Mominations may be made of
any yard or garden in Valencia
County with the winner receiv-
ing a 3100 prize and photos
of the winming yard also will

in the News-Bullatin.

The deadline for this month’s
contest is Friday, Aug. 14, and
the winner will be announced im
the Aug. 20 News-Bulledin,

“Because we arc at the height

of the summer growing season,
this month we are hoping to

from the University of Alabamia.

*Raul Candelaria, of
Albuquerque, is & business
man i contractor for Loa

Ranchos de Albuguergue, and was
a clerk/treasurer for the village of
Tijeras.

He has a master's degree in arts
communication and leadership
studies from Gonzaga University,
and a master's in public policy
from Harvard University.

“Weston Davis, of El Campa,
Texas, is currently the EMS diree-
tor in the city of El Campo, He

Was previ ¢ been the clinical
manager for city of Pearlund,
and a paramedic with several
agencies.

He az a master's degres in
public administration from the
University of Texas Rio Grande
Walley, and a bachelor's degree in
cmergency management admin-
istration.

s5am Demel, of Mewion, Kan.,
15 an account manager for the
Kansas Corporation Commission.
He was also a community and
organization speciabist with the
comimunity Engagement Institule
at Wichita State University.

He holds both a master’s and
bachelor’s degres in public admin-
istration,

*Leisa Haynes, who was recent-
Iy terminated as the city manager
in Rio Communifics after a year
of employment, wlso apphied for

get nominations of vegetable
gardens and the like,” said
Merlinda Acevedo, president

of the Walencia County Master
Gardeners. “We, of course, will
still pocept entries of beawtfully
landscaped and maintained
yards as we have in the past.”

Mominations must inchode:

* The name and telephone
nurmber of the yard/garden
WTIET;

¢ The address of where the
yard garden 15 located (all nom-
inated yards/gardens must be in
Valencia County);

* A brief statement of why
the yand/garden deserves the
award;

» Mominations are due by
noon, Friday, Aug. 4, and must
be submitted via email to either

Your Happy Place

Your home is your sanctuary. A space that is as unigque

as you are, Your mortgage should be personal too, At

State ECU, your mortgage stays in New Mexico with local
decisions, underwriting, and support from start to finish. We
understand your financial needs, because we're from the

same place you are,

Competitive Rates

* Affordable Payments

* Purchase or Refinance

= Friendly, Local Service

B00.983.7328 | SECUNM.ORG

O statesnas.,

the position in Belen.

Haynes was previously the city
manager in Mangum, Okla., and
assistant to the city manager in
Tuttle, Okla. She has a masters
degree in public administration,
and a bachelor's degree in com-
munications.

*Darcy L of Galdstone,
Mich., disclosed he was fired
from his position as city manager
in Aug. 219, =aying he was not a
“fit for this organization or com-
munity” and the city had fired wis
last three to four managers.

Long was also the town man-
ager of Markel, Ind., city man-
ager in Brown City, Mich., and
in Booker, Texas. He has a mas-
ter's degree in public adminis-
tration from Norhern Michigan

University.
sAngelique  Maldonado, of
Belen, 13 an  environmental

healih supervisor for the City
of Albuquerque, and worked in
various positions, including water
use compliance supervisor for
ABC Water Utility A ity in
Albugquerque. il

She haz a bachelor’s degree
in environmental science, and a
master's degree in community and
regional planning,

Martin Moore, of Batavia,
WY, was the city manager of
that town until June 2. He is an
adjunct professor at the College of
Rockport, where he teaches cyber

Hv: hu::lds PRI, in political
science and pubhic admimstration
from MNorther Arizona University.

*[awve Puddu, of HRio
Communities, is currendly a pub-
lishing amnd mon-publishing con-
sultant, was publisher at the Los
Alamos Monitor and for Mumber
Mine Media, Inc., which owns the
Valercia County News-Bulletin
and El Defensor Chieflain in
Socorro.

He holds a bachelor’s degree in
journalism from the University of
IMebraska.

*Christopher  Saindon, of
El Paszp, Texas, s an assistani
director of field operations with
the LS, Customs and Border
Frotection. He previously was
the deputy director with the L5
Army Fire Center of Excellence at
Fort Sill, Okla., and retired from
the U8, Army after 24 years of
SErVicE.

He has o master’s degree in
arts national security studies from
American Military University.

sAndrew Salas, of Bernardo,
iz a retired brigadier general of
the Mew Mexico Mational Guoard,
and was the chief exccutive afficer
with the Alamo MNawape School
Board, Inc. He iz currenily a can-
didate for the Socorro County
Commission District 2 position,
a scat that is currently held by his
wife, Martha.

TAX HOLIDAY

He has a2 master's degree in
povernmental stedies and infes-
national relations from the Naval
Past Graduate School.

sJohn Schempf, of Apache
Jamction, Ariz., is the execo-
tive director of the Supersition
Mooniain Museum. He was the
city manager of the city of Colfax,
Colif, and town manager in
Clifton, Ariz, and South Berwick,
Maine.

He holds a master’s degree in
stralegic planning, and a bach-
clor’s degree in economics, politi-
cal seience and geography from
Dartmicuth College.

“Willham Smuth, of Meocha,
Mo, is a consultant with MSCG,.,
Ime., in Landham, Maryland:
was chief executive officer for
Regional Health Care Affiliates
in Providence, Ken.; and director
of the Kentucky Health Center
Network. He also worked as the
city sdministrator in Park Rapids,
blinm.

He served mm the LLS. Aur
Force, and has a bachelor’s degree
in commerce from the University
of Lomswlle.

Belen Mayor Jerah Cordova
sail he has reviewed the applica-
tins, and hopes to start infer-
viewing candidates next week,

Rige Chavez at chavrfisben
gmail.com or Merlinda Acevedo
af mereruz_ 200HNE yahoo.com;

= Nominators may also
submit up to two photos of the
nominafed yard/garden via
email

* Judges from the Valencia
County Master Gardeners will
visit gardens'yards the weekend
of Aug, 14,

The Valencia County
Master Gurdeners is a com-
munity service program of the
Mew Mexico State University
Cooperative Extension Service
and provides courses and infor-
mation o help community
members improve their garden-
ing skills.

Mew Mexico's anmml Back-to-
Schoal Gross Receipts Tax Haoli
begins at 12:01 a.m., Friday, Aug. 7,
and contimwes through midnight on
Sunday, Aug, 9.

Dwuring that time, the state
allows merchants to deduct gross
receipls taxes on a variety of mer-
chandise, allowing shoppers to pur-
chaze many iems tax free,

“This weekend's tax holiday
helps make back-to-school expens-
e a little more manageable” said
Taxation and Revenue Depariment
Secretary  Stephanie  Schardin
Clarke, “OF course, this year is
different than any other, and back-
to-school school needs may be dif-
ferent than in years past. If you do
decide to go shopping in person
this weekend, mask up and mini-
mmm:mmh:rnfpwp{: shop-

entire community safe”

While there are restrictions as to
what qualifies for the tax holiday,
merchants often absorb the tax on
some non-qualifying mtems.

Among the merchandise that
can be sold tax-free this week-
end are clothing and shoes priced
at less than $100 per unit, com-
puters priced under 51,000 and
related computer hardware priced
under 504, School supplics under
S30 per unit for use in standard,
general-education classrooms also
qualify.

More information is available in
FY1 203 at tax.newmexico.gov by
using the “Farms and Publications™
meny, opening the “Publications™
folder and then the “FY1s™ folder.
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Public Meeting for the Proposed
Jarales Road (NM 109) and
Railroad Grade Separation, Project CN A302220 iwmer

The New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT), in cooperation
with the BNSF Rallway (BNSF), will hold a virtual public meeting to
discuss a proposed highway—rail grade separation of Jarales Road
(NM109) between Trujilo Rd and Camino De Crystal. The project would
include realignment of Jarales Road, a grade separation structure, and
new frontage road access. Additional project information can be viewed
at the following: hitps://dot state.nm.us/nmdotprojects

The NMDOT cannot hold in-person public meetings under the

current COVID-19 resfrictions. For this reason, we are holding a
virtual public meeting on Tuesday, August 18th 6:30PM — 8:30PM
You may attend the virtual public meeting via telephone at
1-877-229-8493, 1D code 119649 or Participate online at access.live/nmdot

Joraisa e hlq&lq lull

Escorotian

The purpose of the virtual meeting
is o present the project purpose
and need, alternatives considered,
the preferred alternative, funding,
and the project schedule. A narrat-
ed PowerPoint presentation will be
given, followed by a public comment/
question-and-answer period. Project
representatives will be available to
address questions and discuss the
proposed improvements.

The purpose of the project is to
provide a safe, uninterrupted route for pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular
traffic across the railroad corridor that accommodates current and future
rail operations. The specific need for the project is 1o address critical
conditions at the current crossing including physical deficiencies, safety,
travel congestion, and system connectivity.

Public input for the proposed project will be accepted through Tuesday,
September 1, 2020. Please send comments to:

Jeff Fredine, c/o Parametrix
9600 San Mateo Bivd NE
Albuguergue, NM 87113
Jarales@parametrix.com

If you have questions and/or you are unable to attend the public meeting,
please contact Priscilla Benavides, NMDOT, (505) 250-8760,

Priscilla.Benavides@state.nm.us
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Public Comments Received and Responses

Private email addresses and contact information

are blocked for privacy reasons

Summary — August 18, 2020 Public Information Meeting



Jeff Fredine

From:

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 2:39 PM

To: Jarales Road Overpass Project

Subject: BNSF Railroad Crossing highway 109 of Jarales Road

Alternative D is the most sensible way to go due to only taking out three structures

out on the south side of the construction sight. You don't have to move Gas lines

Electric polls fiberoptic lines.

Also you don't have to destroy housing and rerouting road so close to homes.

You can use the main road for cars and construction units for the time been untill project D is done.

The BNSF is not going to you'd the property do west of highway 109

All there is is vacant property on BNSF property and it is a fire hazard.

That is the cheapest way to make a highway and bridge it doesn't take a engineer to figure that out.

Unless you live in a box witch engineers do. Why because | have a Engineer degree from New Mexico State University.
Dirt work and pavement is cheaper to reroute the same distance than buying out home structures.

That shouldn't cost 25 million dollars to do so.

Remember you are wanting to build over and through the first township witch is The town of Jarales and not just a
road. The city of Belen came in second and moved twice.

| know the existing railroad track that is there now was a bypass for the ice plant to put ice in the trains

The old rip track just south of the main line is the original rail into the terminal which is the roundhouse.

So do the right thing and consider alternative D and go around.


Jeff Fredine
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Jeff Fredine

From: | |

Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 2:49 PM

To: Jarales Road Overpass Project

Subject: Greetings from 519 Jarales Rd | Jarales railroad bridge project

Hello Jeff- | hope all is well

| am Ricoh Sanchez and reside onl:l

| am excited to hear that you all will be moving forward with the bridge project here in Jarales. Long overdue to say the
least. Anyhow, | along with my family, own 4 residential properties which seem to be impacted by Alt C, the preferred
design. This is bitter sweet as we love the land we own however we certainly would not want to interfere with the well
needed project and/nor live right next to such a BIG bridge.

| understand that on Sept. 1%, a formal decision will be made. At that point we will have a better understanding of what
to expect in which we can proceed with next steps.

Anyhow for now | am pleased to introduce myself to you and look forward to working with you in the future. If you
wouldn’t mind, could you please confirm the alternative picked (when known) in case | am unable to obtain this
information? This will continue our communication, if indeed, | am impacted. Also, seems to be some confusion in my
neighbourhood as people have different ideas of what may or may not come to past. I’'m just trying to stay ahead of the
curb as me and 2 other close families all reside on 519 Jarales road at this time. We will need adequate time to prepare
for such a move.

Thanks for your time and please feel free to reach out to me anytime. Thank you and God bless

Ricoh . Hanchez
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Jeff Fredine

From: | |
Sent: Sunday, August 23, 2020 5:38 PM
To: Jarales Road Overpass Project
Attachments: | |

| was unable to attend this week’s virtual public meeting
for Jarales but would like to go on record with my
concerns regarding the increased train traffic. Currently
trains are being parked on the tracks impeding traffic for
up to two hours while BNSF fuels their engines on the
tracks. The delays are excessive and I’'m concerned with
BNSF’s upcoming project to increase the number of tracks
will only cause further delay and negative impact to the
community. What entity will assist us in protecting our
community from potential contamination to our ground
water and our irrigation ditches. We are a community of
farmers who rely on clean water and the threat of
additional train traffic only compounds that the threat.
What is BNSF doing to ensure their operation will not
negatively harm our community. Just a start but | believe |
summarized your concerns. | can not send this in, but
please cut and paste into an email from you to the email
address provided. This is a start. Thanks

I - -Mobile~

This message was sent to you by a T-Mobile wireless phone.
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Jeff Fredine

From: Mary Andersor

Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 9:45 AM

To: Jarales Road Overpass Project; Mary Anderson; Pricilla.Benavides@state.nm.us
Subject: Jarales Project

On Sun, Aug 23, 2020 at 2:20 PM Mary Anderson| |wrote:

Dear Sir or Madame at BNSF,

| attended the Virtual and Gil Sanchez Elementary School CN A302220 Project meeting. Our homesare[~ ]

| | They are about the closest in proximity to the new proposed, additional 8 rail road tracks. We DO
NOT want to stand in the way of profitable progress of BNSF and local population. We DO have concerns about the
environmental safety of the proposed addition of 8 tracks East of Belen Rail Yard. Our pollution concerns are...

1. Will our water wells be contaminated due to overspill of diesel and oil?

2. Will the seismic vibrations of waiting idling engines and moving trains destroy the integrity or crack the 1 1/2 feet
thick adobe walls of our family’s home?

3. Will pure country air quality change to the stench of emissions of diesel and other chemicals? Are we condemned to
asthma or other respiratory conditions?

4. Will the extra artificial light installation on 8 tracks abolish our starry night sky, farm animals and family garden? We
have already accepted the bridge will permanently block our sunset.

5. Will the 24 hour sound pollution of idling and moving trains increase dramatically? We currently open windows at
night for ventilation. What deafening sounds and pungent smells shall we expect? Lack of sleep has coronary heart
disease risks.

6. What exposure will our family have due to toxic chemicals being transported?

7. Will area temperature rise due to additional heat generated by idling and moving trains?

Have you looked at the various studies of the health impact rail yards have on general public? Why wouldn’t the the 8
tracks be built, just east of Rio Grande Bridge, at the unpopulated Belen Industrial Park?

We worry our much beloved, multigenerational, country, peaceful, sentimental, refuge of 11 acre’s land value will
plummet and grandchildren’s inheritance will diminish by transforming into a contaminated landfill.

Respectfully awaiting your response,

Mary Benavidez Anderson, Linda Lou Benavidez Sanchez(Families who LOVE our inherited “patria” atlzl
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Jeff Fredine

From: Black, Jacob

Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 12:46 PM
To: Jarales Road Overpass Project
Subject: Available Candidates

Hi There,

| don't know whether you are the right person for this, so, | am hoping you can point me in the right direction.

| saw on the Internet that you have some open positions within your company, and | have some candidates that may
interest you.

It doesn’t cost anything to look at resumes, so please let me know if | should send them to you or to someone else.

Look forward to hearing from you.

Regards
Jacob Black|Talent Acquisition Manager
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Jeff Fredine

From: |

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 11:01 AM

To: Jarales Road Overpass Project

Subject: comments grade separation project A302220

My name is Karen Springstead and | reside at Jarales NM. | joined the Meeting on Aug 18th,

2020. | rarely use the Jarales road crossing because it is usually blocked, but along with many neighbors will use this
route when the bridge is completed. My concerns are as follows:

1. Will the actual road space accommodate the new large farm equipment that does not fit on Jarales road now? With
the lack of visibility will | meet a tractor on the crest of the bridge and have no space to move over?

2. There was mention of a bike path. Is it to be on both sides? Will it be separated from the cars by a barrier? If so that
may cause additional problems to the concern | have as 1. | am all for a bike path just don’t want the bridge too narrow
to accommodate all the future needs of this rural community.

3. No mention was made about additional track construction on the North South Line. That will greatly impact the level
of traffic on Jarales road. Even more farm equipment will need to use the new bridge.

My phone # is '_eave a message
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Jeff Fredine

From: Naeomi TrujiIIol

Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 9:35 PM
To: Jarales Road Overpass Project
Subject: Corner of Audra Ct

Hello

We got a letter about the surveying going to be conducted for the Jarales bridge. Our property is the empty lot on the
corner of{ |(approx. 3 acres). We are looking into building a house on this property. We need to
know (if possible) if our property will be affected in any way.

Thank you in advance for your response.
Respectfully

Esequiel/Naeomi Trujillo
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Jeff Fredine

From: Francine Baca

Sent: Monday, August 31, 2020 11:16 AM
To: Jarales Road Overpass Project
Subject: attn Jeff Fredline Jarales Bridge project

Hello our name is Francine and Christopher Baca we live at 1 Currently we feel the vibration from the
trains as well have some issues with some electrical issues that come from the current vibrations of the trains. Our
concern is adding additional tracks. We are worried that our home foundation will suffer if not now but later on.
Constant vibration will eventually see an effect. Will we be covered as far as damage?? As far as we see our home will
not be affected by the bridge itself but are definitely concerned about the increase in tracks.

Francine Baca
Christopher Baca
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Jeff Fredine

From: Eugene Pickett

Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 4:49 PM

To: Jarales Road Overpass Project

Cc: Priscilla.Benavides@state.nm.us; Mosher, Jill, NMDOT; Eric.Chavez@mail.house.gov;

Charles D. Sharp; Rudy Arredondo; Rural Coalition; Jaime Chavez; Pam Roy; Zoey Fink;
Lopez, Richard - FSA, Albuquerque, NM
Subject: Comments Proposed Jarales Rd NM 109

As a long time resident of the Jarales/ Pueblitos area | have attended and participated in all of the meetings held
regarding this issue. Although my property is West of the immediate area to be impacted, what does take place on
either side of the tracks has an effect. In 2017 we had a major flood in Pueblitos and the only access road into Pueblitos
was through the Jarales juncture. For several weeks the use of the Jarales Road for any purpose including emergencies
was our only option. The time table as well as an environmental impact statement should have an established timeline.
That timeline should now have projected purchases options for the residents directly impacted in addition the dates for
proposed construction.

Due to the use of the road as a major route for Farming and Ranching activities it is of the utmost importance that this
long over due project have a defined and expedited proforma.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input.

Eugene Pickett
Black Farmers and Ranchers New Mexico

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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NM Highway 109 (Jarales Rd) and
Railroad Grade Separation Project

https://dot.state.nm.us/content/nmdot/en/ProjectsD3.htmI|#A302220

Project Contact:

Priscilla Benavides

NMDOT Central Region Design Manager
Cell: (505) 250-8760

Jarales@parametrix.com(Attn:Jeff Fredine)

Cc: Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham
Howie Morales, Lieutenant Governor of the State of New Mexico
Deb Haaland, New Mexico, U.S. Representative
Alicia Keyes, Cabinet Secretary for Economic Development Department
James Kenney, Cabinet Secretary for Environment Department

It is with a heavy heart that | write this letter. For so many years the Jarales community has been united.
Now this build a bridge issue has caused controversy and division amongst our community. This
controversy saddens my heart! It seems they are two people causing all the controversy. If they want a
bridge, build it on their property. She has two roads prior to crossing the Railroad (Castillo Road on the
north and Mill Road on the south side) of her property that will take her directly into Belen. Also, he who
lives 3 mile south of the railroad crossing has the same access to those roads. During a conversation with
them | asked them if this were your property would you sell your property to the railroad. Their answer
was “No!” Well who's property value would go up THEIRS! They are not directly impacted by this bridge
which means they will still have their land, homes and continue to build memories which we sadly will
not! They do not speak for ALL the Jarales community! Please go door to door and talk to each property
owner that will be directly impacted by this bridge and listen to their voice! Yes, | heard there were two
meetings one at Gil Sanchez and one virtual. Many property owners that will be directly impacted were
not contacted about these meetings, nor received a letter informing them they were scheduled.

For so many years the Jarales community has had such a rural rich community culture. With acequias
with clean water that doesn’t have diesel fuel in it yet, which water our alfalfa, corn, chile fields where
birds migrate and feed from, like whopping cranes (which is a NM endangered species), pheasants,
roadrunners, wood peckers and other wild animals like jack rabbit, skunks, squirrels, lizards, raccoons.
too many to mention. We also have our livestock cows, horses, sheep, donkeys, pigs, chickens, and
other farm animals.

The people of Jarales have built so many beautiful homes choosing to live here. When | wake up in the
morning, | hear the birds sing, which will probably not happen with the bridge and the extension of



EIGHT TRACKS. The Railroad has not asked permission of the Jarales community about the extension. |
remember when we only had one track that they would use, now there are three! | believe what BNSF
is thinking we will give them their bridge and extend our number of tracks. That is not what the people
of Jarales want! We love our rural rich culture. No one has talked to the people directly impacted by
this. We are the ones losing our homes and property and the memories we would like to build with our
children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren. We are directly impacted by this bridges no matter
which map the Railroad chooses. It will directly impact us either with a turnabout or by taking our land.
PLEASE, let us continue with our rural community and do not destroy our rural culture. To us this
property is worth so much more than gold! These children are our future! maybe your future doctor,
lawyer, president, or your boss we are your stakeholders!

The Benavidez, and Sanchez Family
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